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THE RESSAQ ASKS THE GOVERNMENT TO RESPECT ITS COMMITMENTS 
 
Quebec, February 22, 2017 – During a meeting held on February 21 with the Labor Committee 
for the Health and Social Services Sector (CPNSSS), the Coalition of the Adult Residential 
Resources of Quebec (RESSAQ) formerly requested the amendment of the collective agreement 
ratified on January 12, 2016.  In accordance with the procedures, the application was placed with 
the CPNSSS spokesperson at the negotiation table, Mr. Pierre Lemay, in order to obtain a 
negotiating mandate from the Treasury Board. 
 
« To encourage us to sign the collective agreement in 2016, the Ministry of Health and Social 
Services (MSSS) and the Treasury Board had offered us a 50% assured retention measure that 
was exclusive to the signatories to the agreements » underlines Réjean Simoneau, President of 
the RESSAQ. « That of course is not what happened.  Last week, the Alliance Nationale of 
ADRAQ CSD (representing adult residential foster homes) endorsed its tentative agreement 
which also included a maintenance measure that meets the expectation of its members with 
respect to normative provisions. For us, it is an act of bad faith on the part of these two ministries 
since this offer occurs more than one year after the supposed deadline ».  
 
« We understand that we are victims of the negotiation conditions, but we deplore the way things 
are being done », adds Mr. Simoneau. « I don’t know if they are aware of it, but the government is 
sending the message that it isn’t important to endorse agreements before the deadline for 
proposals. Latecomers will have as much, if not more, benefits than other organizations. At the 
signing of the next renewal of our collective agreement, we will undoubtedly take this situation 
into consideration ». 
 
Mr. Simoneau pointed out that the RESSAQ’s approaches and efforts are always carried out in a 
spirit of collaboration with the MSSS’ but that it doesn’t seem reciprocal.  « Since the beginning, 
we have done things in good faith and are taking the necessary steps to move our case files 
forward, all in a spirit of cooperation with the government. We listen to and put into practice all the 
recommendations that are given to us. Today, we sadly realize that our requests are not listened 
to, that our grouping is not respected and that things are not progressing the way they should. 
Since we are above all people of heart and of action, we will take the necessary steps to make 
things happen for the benefit of our members who are committed, extremely dedicated to their 
work and who deserve ample recognition which they don’t have at the moment » 
 
Regarding the Coalition of the Adult Residential Resources of Québec 
The RESSAQ is a group of people that has been fighting in solidarity since 2003, in order to allow 
IR-FTR to negotiate on an equal basis with the Ministry of Health and Social Services for the 
recognition of their exceptional contribution to Quebec society. Its mission is to assist in the 
development of the NIR as part of their role in providing shelter and assistance to residents, to 
defend their rights, promote the quality of services provided by resources, adequately inform 
members and assist them in their endeavors. Its objective is to establish a legislative system that 
responds to the particular nature of the resources. 
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